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First of  all you have to choose the hardware.  

1. Mainboard 

2. Harddisk 

3. Soundcard 

4. Control 

5. I nstallat ion 

6. Star t und Conf igurat ion 

 

1. Mainboard:  

Yes, you can you use an I ntel P I  200 or  som ething like that.  

But these old P I  boards won´ t  support  UDMA Mode and you m ight get in trouble with 
harddisks larger  than 8,4 GB 

You can t ry the Shutt le Hot-591 P:  

-  suppor t  for  P I  MMX und AMD K6- I I  incl.  FSB 100 

-  PS/ 2 or  SDRAM  +  512 KB pip.  Burst  Cache 

-  UDMA 33 /  USB /  AT and ATX power  supply  

-  up to 128 GB hardisk  

-  1 x  AGP, 3 x  PCI  and 3 x  ISA 

-  t r y  to get  it  on Ebay  

I f  you use a 3 x  PCI  r iser card you can build an VGA- Sound- and Networkcard in a sm all 
case.  

I f  you have a large am ount of MP3 f iles I  would use a Celeron or Duron board.  These 
boards support UDMA 66 or  100. Loading f iles will go m uch faster.  You will f ind the UDMA 
DOS driver  in m y installat ion.  

I f  you have t rouble using a harddisk >  8,4 GB with your  m ainboard t ry Wim ´ s Bios Page.  
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2. Harddisk:  

I  use the I BM/ Hitachi I C35L060AVV207-0 (60GB harddisk) . You won´ t  hear  it  ; - )  

 

3. Soundcard:  

I  recom m end the Creat ive Soundblaster LI VE oder Audigy 1.  

You don´ t need any dr ivers. MPXPLAY will detect the card as SBA.  

Don´ t  use the On-Board Soundcard on AMD Boards (VI A Southbr idge) .  Quality is m ore 
than bad 

Whenever you t ry to install a dif ferent soundcard keep one thing in m ind. Forget  that 
card when MPXPLAY detects your  soundcard as SBp. Quality will be bad!  

 

4. Controlling 

You can use an external Keypad (PS/ 2)  or  an I RDA receiver . I ´ ve t r ied a few I RDA 
devices.  I  decided to use this one:  I R2PC . The device is working per fect under MS-DOS.  

I  recom m end to use 4x20 display with background light  with a HD44780 controller .   

 

5. I nstallat ion:  

Prepare the harddisk:  

Use fdisk and form at c:  / s. I  recom m end one par t it ion with 800 MB (dr ive C) and a 
second par t it ion (dr ive D).  So you have DOS and Windows on dr ive C. Create a folder  
MP3 on dr ive D (d: \  m d m p3) and copy all your MP3s f iles in this folder.  I  use following 
directory structure:  

d: \ m p3 as base directory and than "d: \ m p3\ ar t ist  1", "d: \ m p3\ art ist  2",  "d: \ m p3\ ar t ist  3" 
and so on.  

Then install Windows98 (e.g. SE if  you need USB support) .  Som e DOS soundcard dr ivers 
can only be installed f rom  Windows shell.  When running Windows you can control your  PC 
with VNC or  PCAnywhere and copy new m usic.  I  use a USB Wireless LAN card.  

I nstall Windows in this directory:  C: \ WI N98SE ! ! !  Otherwise you have to edit  m y 
m sdos.sys,  autoexec.bat  and conf ig.sys.  

Make a backup of the m sdos.sys, autoexec.bat and config.sys installed by Windows.  

After  installing Windows copy m y installat ion on dr ive c.  m sdos.sys, autoexec.bat and 
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config.sys will be replaced. So when you restart  your com puter  DOS will star t .  You can 
select if  you want to star t DOS or  Windows through the m enu in the autoexec.bat.  Do this 
with your keyboard or keypad.  

Replace c: \ dr ivers\ lcdtext by the english version.  You can download it  here. Renam e it  to 
lcdtext .  

My installat ion will create following folders:  

-  lcdtext -->  text  for  the LCD display, m ade for  a 20x4 display 

-  player - ->  MPXPLAY and MPXT 

-  dr ivers - ->  DOS 7.0 and all dr iver .  

autoexec.bat , config.sys, m sdos.sys and win98das.bat  in the root  directory c: \  

By executing win98das.bat  you can back up your  Windows installat ion from  c: \ win98se to 
C: \ winbkup via xcopy32. But you have to start  Windows before!  

When you star t  the MP3 player you can recover  the back up f rom  the m enu.  

 

6. Star t und configurat ion:  

When you star t  the MP3 Player you will see the m enu:  

Wait  3 seconds or  press "1" and the MP3 Player  star ts.  First  star ts the TSR of  MPXT, which 
controlls the LCD output,  this sof tware will stay in m em ory. Than star t MPXT. Close MPXT 
per "insert" and star t m pxplay:  "m pxplay -sct" ( from  the directory C: \ player) .   

-sct  will check the soundcard. I f  m pxplay found your  soundcard you can star t the next  
test by executing:  "m pxplay d: \ m p3\ * .* \  ".  This com m and should play all f iles in this 
directory.  

You control MPXT and MPXPLAY as followed:  

1. MP3 Player
2.  Windows Star t
3.  Windows Recovery
4.  DOS Shell 

03;7�
Num  Lock On!
8 =  scroll up
2 =  scroll down
3 =  skip 10 ahead in playlist  
m enu
1 =  skip 10 back in playlist  
m enu
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You have to edit  the m pxt.cfg like this 

 

Change the  m pxtlcd.cfg if  you don t́  have a 20 x 4 LCD on LPT 1:  

 

I f  you have a 20x4 LCD you don´t have to m ake any changes:  

Enter  =  enter
Entf / del =  escape 

03;3/$<�
Num  Lock Off !
8 =  next album
2 =  previous album
6 =  next track
4 =  previous t rack
-  =  stop song
+  =  play/ pause
Entf / del =  Exit  and shutdown 
(ATX) PC
Einfg/ insert  =  exit  to MPXT
*  =  volum e up  
/  =  volum e down   

[ Player  Sett ings]

;  Path and f ilenam e for MPXPlay
3OD\HU F�?SOD\HU?PS[SOD\�H[H
;  Path for Databases used by MPXF/ MpXT only 
(* .M3D)
DatabaseDir= .\
;  Path for Playlists (* .M3U)
3OD\OLVW'LU '�?PS�? 

[ LCD Sett ings]
/&' /37/&'
/&'/LQHV �
/&'/HQJWK �� 

[ Line1]
; Ar t ist
LineAValue= 9
LineATim e= 0
LineAScroll= FALSE

[ Line2]
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[ Line1] =  1.  display line [ Line2]  =  2. display line . . .  

LineA Value:  What is shown on this Line (LineA= First  Line)  

LineATim e:  When it  should chaneg to the other  Value (LineBValue,  LineCValue. .. )  

LineAScroll:  scrolling or  not? Set to True or  False 

I f  you m ake any changes to the m pxttsr .cfg you have to reboot your  PC.  

 

Have a closer  look to the m pxttsr.cfg if  you want to change anything.  

You can control MPXT and MPXPLAY with a num er ic external keypad. I  recom m end to use 
PS/ 2 m odell.  Som e USB m odels won t́  change f rom  num  lock on to num  lock off .  

; Album
LineAValue= 11
LineATim e= 0
LineAScroll= True

[ Line3]
; Song
LineAValue= 10
LineATim e= 0
LineAScroll= TRUE

[ Line4]
LineAValue= % eda % t24
LineATim e= 100
LineAScroll= FALSE

LineBValue= No. % m 3u whole
LineBTim e= 100
LineBScroll= TRUE

LineCValue= % brt % m tr
LineCTim e= 100
LineCScroll= FALSE 

03;7�
Num  Lock On!
8 =  scroll up
2 =  scroll down
3 =  skip 10 ahead in playlist  
m enu
1 =  skip 10 back in playlist  
m enu
Enter  =  enter
Entf / del =  escape 

03;3/$<�
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But you can also control your  MP3 player  by using an I RDA device.  

The easiest  way is by using I RDOS. How to use I RDOS is descr ibed in the irdos. txt  

Edit m pxt.cfg like this:  

 

More com fortable but m ore  com plex is the I RDA conf igurat ion of   MPXPLAY instead of 
I RDOS .  

First start  DOSI R2PC.EXE from  the directory c: \ dr ivers\ DOSI R2PC by:  DOSI R2PC 1 L. 
DOSI R2PC will star t  to learn now. Please wr ite down which buttons you learn,  otherwise 
you ĺl get confused. After  that you won´t need this sof tware anym ore. Af ter  learning the 
codes you ĺl f ind the f ile I R2PC.dat in the directory c: \ dr ivers\ DOSI R2PC. Open this f ile 
with an editor :  

Have a look at the f irst line:  00 53 04 fb 38 c7 00 00 

Num  Lock Off !
8 =  next album
2 =  previous album
6 =  next track
4 =  previous t rack
-  =  stop song
+  =  play/ pause
Entf / del =  Exit  and shutdown 
(ATX) PC
Einfg/ insert  =  exit  to MPXT
*  =  volum e up 
/  =  volum e down  

UseI R= False
UseX10= False
UseI nMPXPlay= False
Com port= 1
;  Filenam es for  I R conf ig
; MPXF= m pxt. ir
; MPXPlay= m pxplay. ir  

���������IE����F��������
2b 4e 04 fb 3a c5 00 00 
00 48 04 fb d8 27 00 00 
00 50 04 fb 18 e7 00 00 
00 4b 04 fb 98 67 00 00 
00 4d 04 fb 9a 65 00 00 
2d 4a 04 fb 8a 75 00 00 
00 4f 04 fb a8 57 00 00 
00 47 04 fb aa 55 00 00 
$ 
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0053 is the code of  the f irst  keyboard button you´ve pressed while learning.  

04 fb 38 c7 00 00 is the code of  your rem ote control.  

Copy these codes to the m pxplay. ini:  

But take care with the keyboard codes:  you have to switch 00 and 53 from  0053 to 5300.  

You can also f ind the keyboard codes in the KEYCODES.LST in the directory Dr ivers\ MPX 
Doc.  

The I RDA control should work now for  MPXPLAY. But there´s one blem ish. The I RDA 
control only works with MPXPLAY at  the m om ent,  not  with MPXT. The developer  of  MPXT 
is working on that  bug:  

[ Quote: ]  Known issues:  
IR seem s to work  ok  while MpXT is r unning,  but  it ’s st ill k ind of hit -and-m iss while MPXPlay is running.  
Som et im es it  works,  som et im es it  doesn’t . . . I  haven’t  been able to find a definite pat tern to it  yet .  
 

The next step is to create the database. Start  MPXT and run the database m enu to add 
all f iles f rom  dr ive d:  

When you now star t MPXT via "Play Search" and "Play Database" MPXT will play all your  
f iles in the database. You can e.g. switch from  one track to another  or from  one album  to 
the next etc.  

Now you can sort  and conf igure your  playlists in the directory D: \ m p3. I ´ve sor ted m y 
album s like this:  

D: \ m p3\ ABBA\  

D: \ m p3\ Ace of  Base\  

[ ser ialpor t ]
Ser ialEnable = 1 ;  -  enable ser ial control with this
HandlerCFG = UI R,COM1,9600,6 ;  -  configure a 
handler
Ser ialFunc = 04fb38c70000,5300 ;  ESCAPE - entf  
Num  Block
Ser ialFunc = 04fb3ac50000,4e2b ;  '+ ' PLAY 
Ser ialFunc = 04fbd8270000,4800 ;  '8' skip back 
(Track)
Ser ialFunc = 04fb18e70000,5000 ;  '2' skip to next 
(Track)
Ser ialFunc = 04fb98670000,4b00 ;  4 step to previous 
album
Ser ialFunc = 04fb9a650000,4d00 ;  6 step to next 
album
Ser ialFunc = 04fb8a750000,4a2d ;  '-' STOP 
Ser ialFunc = 04fba8570000,4f00 ;  '1' Volum e down
Ser ialFunc = 04fbaa550000,4700 ;  '7' Volum e up 
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etc.  

My m 3u playlists are in the directory m p3. So the path in the playlist is: :  D: \ m p3\ Ace of  
Base\ song 1.m p3 etc. You can easily create the playlists with MP3Tag.  

 

 

 

I ĺl proceed over  the next days 
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